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was no longer worthy of the daughter of Pope Alex-
ander VI, for whom an alliance must now be sought
among Italy's princely houses. And so she came to be
bestowed upon the Lord of Pesaro, with a dowry of
thirty thousand ducats.
Her nuptials were celebrated in the Vatican on
June 12, 1493, in the splendid manner worthy of the
rank of all concerned and of the reputation for magni-
ficence which the Borgias had acquired. That night
the Pope gave a supper-party, at which were present
some ten cardinals and a number of ladies and gentle-
men of Rome, besides the ambassadors of Ferrara,
Venice, Milan, and France. There was vocal and
instrumental music, a comedy was performed, the
ladies danced, and they appear to have carried their
gaieties well into the dawn. Hardly the sort of scene
for which the Vatican was the ideal stage. Yet at
the time it should have given little or no scandal. But
what a scamlal was there not, shortly afterwards, in
connection with it, and how that scandal was heaped
up later, by stories so revolting of the doings of
that night that one is appalled at the minds that
conceived them and the credulity that accepted
them!
Infessura writes of what he heard, and he writes
venomously, as he betrays by the bitter sarcasm with
which he refers to the fifty silver cups filled with sweet
meats which the Pope tossed into the laps of ladies
present at the earlier part of the celebration. "He did
it," says Infessura, "to the greater honour and glory
of Almighty God and the Church of Rome." Beyond
that he^ventures into no great detail, checking him-
self betimes, however, with a suggested motive for